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HEADTEACHER'S REPORT TO THE GOVERNING BODY OF 
CLAPHAM MANOR PRIMARY SCHOOL & CHILDRENôS CENTRE 

FOR THE SPRING TERM 2015 

 

Introduction 

As a Headteacher it is always wonderful to hear from past pupils and find out what they have been up to 
since leaving school.  It is especially poignant when I have communication with a former pupil who has 
excelled in their life and credit Clapham Manor as the place where óthey got the bugô for a subject or 
were inspired to try a new activity. 
 
Recently I have been communicating with Gabriel Anderson who was a pupil here between academic 
years 2001 and 2007 and tried the ballet course, óChance to Danceô, we have run in conjunction with the 
Royal Opera House for 15 years. 
 
I was on the Tube when a young man came up to me and asked if I remembered him from his days as a 
pupil at Clapham Manor. I did remember him but could not put a name to his face. He said his name was 
Vernon. I instantly remembered, or thought I did, and asked if he was still dancing.  Laughing he replied 
that the dancing thing was his brother Gabriel and that he himself had just finished an engineering 
degree and was off to work in that field. Vernon went on to say how well Gabriel had done with his ballet 
dancing.  I asked Vernon to get Gabriel to contact me about his success as Vernon had said that Gabriel 
had always credited Clapham Manor with putting him on the ballet road.  
 
He got the Billy Elliott bug. The Royal Ballet School worked with him through classes outside of school 
when the course here finished and all through secondary school as they had seen his talent, dedication, 
and promise. When a full place became available at The White House, the Royal Ballet School in 
Richmond Park, he was asked to join the company. 
 
He has now secured a place at the Birmingham Royal Ballet as part of the company which means he is 
now a professional dancer. 
 
Well done Gabriel! Well done Clapham Manor! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gabriel Anderson as a student 
at Clapham Manor Primary  

School - 2008  

 
Gabriel Ande rson  

2016  
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Doctor Bike 
 
As you may already know Clapham Manor is a óBike Itô school. This means that Beth Ramm from óSustranô 
and a mechanic will be running ongoing Doctor Bike Sessions for Years 5 and 6 in the Junior Playground.  
 
Here are a couple of pictures from the most recent session. There will be more Doctor Bike sessions to 
come next term. 
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Easter Rabbit Design Competition 
Key Stage 1 took part in an Easter Rabbit Design 
competition over the February half term holiday. 

This  
competition has been sponsored by a local Estate 

Agent, Sheraton Law.  
  

The winner will be announced in assembly next 
Thursday and will also receive a £30 voucher as 
their prize! All of the entries will be published in 

South Magazine in April.  
  

All of the designs will be on display in the window 
of Sheraton Law, 1-3 Clapham Old Town, from  

Friday 11th March 2016. 
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WORLD BOOK DAY 
3

RD
 MARCH 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


